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data through the use of description, 
personal connection and experience. 
Our stories disseminate knowledge; 
they conjugate. The paradox (if there 
is one here) is that as stories are flung 
far and wide, told and retold, debat-
ed and agreed upon, the emotional 
response they evoke unites partici-
pants. Like Cézanne’s creative ten-
sion our stories can touch something 
unseen, yet recognizable in each one 
of us, often revealing important new 
truths about our lives, our world and 
ourselves. 

 
When students are taught how 

to make meaningful connections 
with others and   bravely cross those 
difficult bridges in their lives, they 
learn to imaginatively combine a 
complex field of ideas into some-
thing new and meaningful; they 
thrive. We are all storytellers and 
artists; value is added to our stories, 
our images, and to our lives as we 
interact with others. Such a human 
endeavor and creative investigation 
is vital, for people are hard-wired to 
create meaning and to share what 
they have discovered. Ultimately, it 
is a stirring up of experience, emo-
tion and imagination that produce 
the greatest longing in many people. 
Knowing how to combine them is 
a challenge.  Humans are a compi-
lation of everyone we have grown 
to know; our personalities are far 
more dynamic and enigmatic than 
any shifting ambiguity or power-
ful tension found in a masterpiece 
by Cézanne.  Together, in our art-
ful classroom we continue our grand 
journey. 


